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British government. Accordingly he concen-
trated his force on the 24th of November;^ and
early in the morning of the 25th, surprised and
carried the post; killing the Goorkha com-
mander, Pursuram Thapa, and making prisoner
Chundur Seekiir Opadheea, with his attendants.
Major Bradshaw by this means obtained pos-
session of the Opadheea's instructions, which en-
tered fully into the points at issue between the
two governments, and completely showed the
object of the deputation to have been merely to
gain time. The Goorkhas were very indignant
at the seizure of Chundur Seekur, who, they
thought, should have been respected as an am-
bassador, since he had been deputed as such.
They forgot, however, that the reception of the
individual, or the sanctioning of his deputation,
at least, is the thing that plights the faith of the
government to whom an agent is accredited, and
that this alone gives a claim to the respect of
person enjoyed by the envoy of a hostile power*
and distinguishes him from a spy. Lieutenant
Boileau, who commanded the Major's escort,
was wounded in personal conflict with Pursuram
Thapa during the affair; and there were, besides,
two Sepoys killed, and fourteen wounded. Of
the enemy, seventy-five were killed or wounded,
and ten soldiers were made prisoners,besidesChun-
Seekur's attendants* The Turaee was imme-